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ITEM 4 
 
 
SUBJECT 
 
UPDATE ON SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT (SGMA) 
IMPLEMENTATION AND SUMMARY OF PLANNED STATE INTERVENTION ACTIONS FROM 
THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES AND STATE WATER RESOURCES 
CONTROL BOARD 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In 2014, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. signed the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA), which creates a framework for sustainable, local groundwater management for the first 
time in California history.  SGMA requires the formation of local groundwater sustainability 
agencies (GSAs) in California’s high- or medium-priority groundwater basins or the submittal of 
an alternative that demonstrates that management of groundwater in the basin is already 
sustainable.  GSAs are required to develop groundwater sustainability plans to achieve 
sustainable management within 20 years of implementation.  If locals are unable or unwilling to 
sustainably manage their basin, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board, 
or Board) is authorized to intervene.  A key milestone for SGMA implementation was passed on 
June 30, 2017, which marks the compliance deadline for establishing GSAs in medium and high 
priority basins.  Areas that are not within the management area of a GSA after this date are 
considered unmanaged and subject to state intervention. 
 
The State Water Board will be identifying unmanaged areas, and is coordinating its efforts with 
the Department of Water Resources (DWR).  DWR is responsible for receiving GSA formation 
filing notices and posting those notices online, and maintains the GSA filing information that 
Board staff use to identify unmanaged areas.  The Board and DWR staff have been 
coordinating closely through the GSA formation process and have jointly provided informational 
resources to local agencies related to GSA formation.  As of mid-July 2017, most areas subject 
to SGMA are within the management area of a GSA.  An interactive compliance map that 
identifies unmanaged areas is available on the Groundwater Management Program (GMP) 
webpage (http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/gmp).   
 
State intervention activities during the current water year will be focused on collection of 
groundwater extraction reports from unmanaged extractors.  That process includes identification 
of groundwater extractors, outreach and notification, and collection of information from 
groundwater users in unmanaged areas.  The information collected from groundwater extraction 
reports, which are required by Water Code section 5200 et. seq., will be used by Board staff in 
conjunction with data from other GSAs in the basin, to help determine whether probationary 
status is necessary for the basin.   
 
Board and DWR staff will provide an informational update on the following topics:  
 

 DWR staff will provide an update on the Department’s implementation of SGMA.  Topics 
will include: GSA formation status, upcoming basin boundary modifications and 
reprioritization, development of best management practices for sustainable groundwater 
management, and administration of $100 million in Proposition 1 funds for projects that 
develop and implement groundwater sustainability plans.  

http://www.water.ca.gov/cagroundwater/docs/2014%20Sustainable%20Groundwater%20Management%20Legislation%20with%202015%20amends%201-15-2016.pdf
http://www.water.ca.gov/cagroundwater/docs/2014%20Sustainable%20Groundwater%20Management%20Legislation%20with%202015%20amends%201-15-2016.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/gmp
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 GMP staff will provide an update on identification of unmanaged areas, reporting 
requirements, the online reporting system and associated guidance, identification of 
unmanaged parcels and wells, and outreach/notification plans.   

 
POLICY ISSUE 
 
None (information item).  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None (information item).  
 
REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 
 
None (information item).  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
None (information item).  


